
 The Rambling Rector


 

Dear Friends,


Thank you for all that we have creatively 
shared together in 2025. 12 months ago, 

(was it only 12 months?) as we wished each 
other ‘Happy New Year’ for 2025, the scaffolding was about to go up in the 
church, throwing it into shade, so that the entire interior of the building could 
be limewashed. For a few Sundays through Lent, we found ourselves 
worshipping in the churchroom and, maybe surprisingly, we found blessing in 
being squeezed together in a different space, doing things differently. 


We were back in the brightness of the freshly decorated church in time to 
celebrate Easter Sunday and to enjoy a wonderful concert the following 
week. So, 2025 moved on with many gatherings, conversations, new 
initiatives, celebrations, givings and receivings of comfort and care, and has 
brought us round once again to the celebration of Christmas and to the 
prospect of 2026.


During December I have enjoyed the delightful programmes on Radio Three 
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in which the composer and theologian James MacMillan has explored the 
Genesis Creation story alongside the human experience of creativity. His 
conversation with Rowan Williams, theologian and poet was insightful. 
Rowan Williams talked of how the very act of creation comes with risk. The 
creator does not know how it will turn out. James Macmillan recognised the 
experience in composing his sixth symphony. He began with an idea, but the 
final work was something unexpected even to him.


It is a lovely thing to wish each other ‘Happy Christmas’ as we celebrate the 
birth of Christ, source and end of all creation, the coming to earth of perfect 
love to cast out our fear. It is a lovely thing to wish each other a ‘Happy New 
Year’ as we move from the past to the future. 


Every year though there will be friends for whom the word ‘happy’ will sound 
empty and inadequate  for one reason or another. So, I sometimes find 
myself writing a greeting which wishes comfort, joy and peace at Christmas 
and into the New Year. The words are less jolly perhaps but carry more 
substance.


We enter the New Year in faith and in his book ‘Bread for the Journey’ Henri 
Nouwen heads up his thought for 1st January with the title ‘Expecting a 
Surprise’. Beneath the title he writes …


‘Each day holds a surprise but only if we expect it can we see, hear or feel it 
when it comes to us. Let’s not be afraid to receive each day’s surprise, 
whether it comes to us as sorrow or as joy. It will open a new place in our 
hearts, a place where we can welcome new friends and celebrate more fully 
our shared humanity.’


The book has a thought for everyday of the year and I refer to it from time to 
time, but I am always reminded of it on 1st January because it is such a 
helpful piece of wisdom to carry. When perfect love casts out our fear, we 
are able to accept, not only the times of happiness and success, but also the 
times of sadness, apparent failure and loss and to find ourselves welcoming 
new friends or getting to know old friends better. The creativity of God is in 
the darkness as well as in the light.


With love and prayer


Geoff
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Thank you for all 
your contributions!
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Behind the Faces

Avis Owen talks to Glenys and Derek Colbert


A. Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed for the Hartford newsletter.  


Derek can you tell me about your childhood memories?


D.  I grew up in Offord d’Arcy and attended the local Primary school.  I remember going to Sunday school in the Baptist church and later on 
to the parish church in the village and singing a solo - The Old Rugged Cross. After Sunday school my  Mum,  Dad and two brothers walked 
to Great Paxton to meet relations,   I enjoyed these walks even though it was 5 miles and maybe this started my love of walking.


When I left school I was pleased to work as an apprentice in the plumbing and heating trade and I stayed with it all through my working life. I 
loved the work and soon progressed to running my own business;  retiring  at 65 years.  Later I had the pleasure of training my son and 
sharing my knowledge and experience.  My grandson has also followed in the plumbing and heating trade. As a family we encouraged my 
grandson to enter for UK Plumber of the Year and at  20 years of age he was presented with first prize.  I was so proud of him.


A.  Glenys, can you tell me about your childhood memories?


G. I was an only child growing up in Barnsley; a mining town in South Yorkshire.  I was surrounded by a warm and loving family. My mother 
came from Barnsley. My grandmother was from Mold in Flintshire and my grandfather came from  North Wales where he worked in the slate 
quarries. When the slate quarry closed they moved to Barnsley where my grandfather was manager of a mine.


A. What are your earliest memories of church? 

G. I enjoyed going to Sunday school with my friends. I also occasionally attended Barnsley’s Welsh speaking Chapel.  I accompanied my 
Welsh speaking aunts, but unfortunately knew very little Welsh.  One highlight at the Chapel was a play with the actors in Welsh traditional 
costumes. 


A. Having lived in Barnsley during your teenage years you moved to Huntingdon?


G. My father was transferred from a caretaker in Barnsley to a smaller school,  Ambury Road Primary in Huntingdon. As the caretaker we 
lived on site in the school’s house.


My first job was serving in a Confectioners  and then I moved to a sub Post Office which I really enjoyed.  I later became a Teaching assistant 
in a primary school in Huntingdon. 


A.I can see that you have always enjoyed meeting people.  

G.Yes, I have  loved all of my jobs working with people and children.


A. Glenys What brought you to Hartford Church?


G. Our daughter Cheryl was in the Brownies and one Sunday a month the Brownies came to Church . I started helping Brown Owl and soon 
became friends with many in the church. These friendships were  important to me as my husband Charles suddenly died in his early 40s 
leaving me to bring up our teenage daughter alone.


At this time 30 years ago, our vicar was John and his wife Judy  Sanson and they were a lovely couple and showed great kindness to us.  


I returned to work at Boots the Chemist which I loved and soon got to know many people in Huntingdon and beyond.  It was about this time 
that Derek called regularly at the shop. He knew my husband Charles, who was his friend had died.  He eventually plucked up the courage 
and asked to marry me.  We got together in 2000 but married in 2002.  Of  course,  we had known each other for years as Derek played 
Badminton with Charles.  
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A. Derek would you like to continue the story 


D. Meeting and marrying Glenys has brought me 25 years of happiness.  Her late husband Charles had been my friend and I 
had known their daughter Cheryl as a young girl.


A. Derek I know sport has played a significant part in your life?


D.  Yes, I played tennis, badminton and was a football referee.  I  am a fan of Peterborough Football club.  (POSH)


A. Glenys can you tell us about your interests and hobbies 


G.I love reading, flower arranging, line dancing, swimming and walking. I helped occasionally at the hospital service when it 
was Hartford’s turn.  We were both volunteer helpers at Hinchingbrooke Hospital and one of our many tasks was to man the 
help desk every Friday evening.


A. You have both played an active and significant role in Hartford, especially the Church here in Hartford.


D. I was Churchwarden for six years and maintenance man.  This involved the fabric of the building etc.


A. How has Hartford church changed over the years?


D. and G. We both have very happy memories of the Entertainments’ committee, which was seven people who organised 
some wonderful events.  It would be good to see more get togethers and events in the future.


A. What are your hopes for Hartford Church?


D. and G. That the Church will grow and more younger people will join us.  That we will continue as a friendly place to meet 
where all are welcome.  


A. Thank you both for sharing something of yourselves. I am sure our readers will want to chat to you more about your story.




Curate’s Corner - 

Steph Pedlar Introduces the Alpha Course

Well happy New Year everyone!  Another year has gone by and a 
time to wonder where that last year went. I often hear people say, 
‘Thank goodness that year is behind us and we are going into a 
new one.’


Of course, some years feel worse 
than others, when we look back 
and think about s ignificant 
moments that have been hard, 
painful and often best forgotten. 
But within each year if you could 
grasp every memory, you would 
know that there were good times 
and there were t imes you 
laughed, had fun and asked 
questions.

Questions? …..now that is word 
that I want you to hold onto. 
Questions…questions about life. 
Who is Jesus, why do people go 

to church? What is this Christianity all about?

In January, we are starting an Alpha Course. Each session 
unpacks a different question around the Christian faith. Episodes 
are shown via film. We start with dessert/cake, then watch the film, 
then go into groups for a discussion.
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 This is a safe space, where you can ask any question you like. 
Below is a link for you to understand more.

Try Alpha — Alpha UK — Explore the Christian faith
Let me tell you more about my own journey with Alpha, to show you 
why I think the course is important. At the age of 20, I was so shy, I 
could hardly speak out unless I wore my nurse’s uniform as it was 
my job role. I went to an Alpha course in my local church. For 10 
weeks, I did not speak. ‘Why did I need to?’ I asked myself. On the 
penultimate week, we had the opportunity to be prayed with. I told 
myself, ‘it wont hurt’. Of course it didn’t. When I was prayed for, I 
knew that Jesus was real, I felt something that made me grow in 
who I was, in myself and in my belief. My shyness got reduced and 
I was able for the first time to speak out about that experience of 
the last week of Alpha. Now, 30 years later, I am the curate at 
Hartford Church. I know Jesus exists; he gets me through every 
day of my life. 

I want you to know that Jesus is here for you too and that is why we 
are putting on an Alpha course. Have you got questions about life? 
Come and try Alpha.

If you are interested, please email revstephpedlar@gmail.com 

(Steph will arrange details of times etc. to fit in with the folk who 
wish to join in with the group.  I, myself, have periodically been 
involved with Alpha courses over the last thirty years; and each 
course is a unique experience because of the different folk who 
come along, but the basics of the Christian Faith lie at the heart of 
it. I even have a section of my Ph.D thesis on the Alpha course 
because of its impact among Roman Catholics….so do contact 
Steph if interested. Clifford – Editor)
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.. Hartford 
Church hosts this year's prayers.


Ever since 1908, the week from 18th to 25th January has been 
kept as an 'Octave' of prayer for Christian Unity.   Each year the 
churches in a locality try to do something together to further their 
sense of belonging to each other; being part of One Body in 
Christ.
This year 2026, All Saints Hartford will be hosting a short mid-day 
service in which we will be joined by representatives from other 
churches.  This will be from Monday 19th to Friday 23rd January.
The format will be to gather at 1215 and light a Unity Candle.   A 
short time of silence follows and then I will introduce one of the 
documents that have been achieved during the last 40 or so years 
of ecumenical work.  
Then a speaker will tell us something  of their own church and 
thoughts on unity followed by prayer.   We finish at 1300 and 
gather for a hot drink and share our sandwiches.

I thought it would be good to hear from three of our local Christian 
leaders in this newsletter. So we hear from Father Philip Shryane 
of St. Michael's Catholic Church. (Fr. Philip is possibly to retire 
this month)   Revd. James Bamber, Methodist Superintendent 
minister for the St. Neots and Huntingdon Methodist Circuit, and 
Hazel Shellens of the Society of Friends (the Quakers) Hazel is the 
co-ordinator of the contributors to Thought for the Day on Ouse 
Valley Radio.  So enjoy their articles.  Hazel may be able to join us 
during the week at Hartford, but James and Fr. Philip are both 
away.

Do please come and join us at 1215 any day from Monday to 
Friday 19th to 23rd. (BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH!   Hot drinks 
provided)

Clifford- Editor
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From Revd. James  Bamber, Huntingdon Methodist 
Church and Superintendent Minister of the St. Neots 
and Huntingdon Methodist Circuit.


Dear Friends,

In John 10 where Jesus affirms his identity as the ‘Good 
Shepherd’ have you ever wondered about the 
sheepfold? Notice how access to it is determined not by 
its inhabitants but by the shepherd.  In the first century 
days of Jesus, sheepfolds would have been used by a 
number of flocks at once.  I find this a beautiful image of 
Christian unity. Yes we have differences, but there is 

much more that unites us. Don’t we yearn for a sheepfold/Church that is always 
growing, an alive place, a place where things happen, where changes are made, 
where people grow in faith, where people meet new people of faith, who help us 
to understand God’s love. Of course such an expansive fold with elastic edges 
comes at a cost – I can’t have it all my way but perhaps that is precisely why it is 
necessary. Division is painful, and yet all too often we are content to perpetuate 
our programmes and keep them in house, instead of seeing the community on 
the kind of scale that God sees it and playing to the strengths of each 
worshipping community.  As followers of Jesus, surely it is imperative that we 
keep on doing our utmost to overcome the problems and obstacles that still 
divide our churches. Together we have been entrusted with a critical message – 
‘there is always hope’. Fairy tales often begin with a portrayal of a painful reality 
– the world is not as it should be. And yet there are characters in each that 
herald a different truth – someday the world will be as intended. Paul writing to 
the church in Rome urges believers to keep holding fast to the promise of 
transformation, while seeking too to be active participants with God in bringing it 
to birth (you might like to read Romans 8, in particular).  

I’m grateful for the gift of our travelling together as we can. Sorry I can’t be 
physically present during the Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity this year but 
God-willing I will be in Vellore, India learning from our Sisters and Brothers in a 
very different context. Thank you Clifford for the invitation to write this piece.


Together in Christ’s love may we journey onwards hopefully, resolutely and 
positively.

James (Methodist minister in Huntingdon, Sawtry, Over and Hilton) 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Thoughts on Christian Unity  by Father 
PHILIP SHRYANE, St.Michael’s Church, Huntingdon.


As I sit to begin some words on Christian Unity, as 
requested by Clifford for Hartford Parish Magazine 
the news is full of the visit of King Charles to the 
Vatican and his time of prayer with Pope Leo. I am 
delighted to see this happen in my lifetime and I pray 
that this will lead to greater efforts to come together 
to pray in our fractured world. It is a moment of hope 
when so much of the world is torn apart by war, by 
fractious politics and by fear of others coming to our 
country. There is a great sign of peace when leaders 
of different Churches can meet to pray and show the 
world that it is possible to heal divisions.


I am approaching retirement from full responsibility as a parish priest after 50 years of 
ministry in the Catholic Church. During almost all that time I have been involved in 
local Churches Together fellowships in different parts of East Anglia. I have found it 
very valuable and uplifting, meeting members of other churches with different 
traditions, having to time to pray together and often to bear witness to a shared faith on 
Good Friday. Meetings in Clergy Fellowships have been supportive and enlightening; 
United Services in the week of prayer have sometimes been challenging, but always 
worthwhile. Taking part in the Week of Prayer this year will be during the final few days 
of my full time active ministry, I look forward to praying with you.


The Catholic Church has a newish Pope, and we are not yet sure what he will bring to 
the Church and the world, but I am sure he will be focussed on working together, on 
peace and on shared responsibility for creation and for mankind. The Church of 
England has a new Archbishop, we must wait to see how she will guide the worldwide 
Anglican Communion, but I imagine she will also work for peace and strive to bring 
people together. We must do that in local areas and local churches because that is the 
Gospel of Christ by which we all try to live and which challenges us to build the 
Kingdom of God through love of each other, through mutual respect and through the 
endless search for peace.


As Christians we must be leaders in this work for peace, in prayer for the world, in 
witness in our own communities and in reconciliation in our own life circle of friends, 
acquaintances and work colleagues. Christian Unity must mean that we do this 
together as much as possible, and we can do these things, we can pray together, we 
can witness together, and we need to seek reconciliation together. We have no choice; 
it is the gospel that we profess, it is the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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From the Society of Friends (The ‘Quakers’)

Do you work gladly with other religious groups in the pursuit of common goals? While 
remaining faithful to Quaker insights, try to enter imaginatively into the life and witness of 
other communities of faith, creating together the bonds of friendship.   (Quaker Advices and 
Queries Number 6) In October 2024 Huntingdon Local Quaker Meeting became ‘homeless.’ 

We sold the Rose and Crown Quaker Centre in 
Godmanchester, which had been our home for 
just over 75 years, and which was no longer fit for 
purpose and took the decis ion to ‘ l ive 
adventurously’ and meet in a different venue each 
month for the next six months. We worshipped in 
a room in the Free Church in St Ives, in the WI 
Centre in Huntingdon, in the pavilion in Judith’s 
Field in Godmanchester, and finally in March 2025 
in the Sunshine Room in Huntingdon Methodist 
Church. And there we stayed!


We worship at the same time as our friends in the 
Methodist Church, we go in through the same 
main entrance where there is usually a Quaker 
greeter alongside two or three Methodists, we 
then go one way into the Sunshine Room and 
they go another into the Church, and at 
approximately 11.45 we all meet up for coffee and 
biscuits in the Link. It works! We feel really 
welcome in the Methodist Church and part of the 
community there, while at the same time retaining 
our own way of worship and our own Quaker 
identity. 


The World Council of Churches, at its Faith and 
Order Conference held in Lund in 1952, 
specifically encouraged Christian churches to act 
together in all matters except those in which deep 
differences of conviction compelled them to act 
separately. But how often do we do that?  Locally 
there are both good examples and missed 
opportunities. As the Quaker representative on 
Churches Together in Godmanchester I regularly 

joined the clergy team to offer a prayer for peace at the official Remembrance Day ceremony, 
and every year since 2018 another member of the Quaker meeting has laid a wreath of red 
and white poppies ‘In memory of all who have lost their lives as a result of armed conflict.’  
For many years also we have played a full part in the open-air service in Godmanchester, 
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one of the events held as part of Picnic-in-the-Park in July. Meeting termly with the ministers 
from St Mary’s Anglican church and Godmanchester Baptists has always been a pleasure 
and a joy – a real gift.

And now that we are no longer resident in Godmanchester, but in Huntingdon, we need to 
form new links and begin to work together with churches with whom we are less familiar, as 
we are beginning to do with our hosts at the Methodist church. And I would like to think that 
that may lead to closer co-operation with other churches in the town and maybe a re-birth of 
Churches Together in Huntingdon. As we found in Godmanchester there is so much more 
that unites us than divides us.


‘The unity of Christians never did nor ever will or can stand in uniformity of thought and 
opinion, but in Christian love only.’  (Thomas Story 1737. Quaker Faith and Practice 27:12)


Hazel Shellens, Huntingdon Local Quaker Meeting
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Christmas Fayre 15th November 


Total raised £1900!  Thank you everyone for your contributions and for turning out on 
a very wet and windy day! 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Enchanting Concert


Enchanting Christmas Harmony at All Saints’ Church, Hartford

This December, All Saints’ Church Hartford was once again filled with 
music, warmth and festive joy as we welcomed back the a cappella group 
Enchanting. Their annual visit has become a much-loved part of our 
Advent celebrations, and this year’s concert was truly memorable.

 

Enchanting is a unique international ensemble of exceptional singers who 
give their time freely each Christmas to perform in four or five local 
churches. Their aim is simple and generous: to share the joy of music and 
to support the churches they visit through voluntary donations. The group 
rehearses throughout the year using Zoom, bringing together singers 
based in Sweden, Christoffer, Aron, Carolina and Melanie, and East Anglia, 
Brogan, Sharon, Ruth and Jayne. Despite the distance, their blend and 
precision are outstanding.

 

The programme reflected the group’s remarkable versatility, spanning 
sacred choral music, classical, Gregorian chant, gospel, folk and 
contemporary favourites. The evening opened with the gentle beauty of A 

14

ISSUE 18	 1ST JANUARY 2026



Bundle of Straw and Bethlehem Down, followed by the joyful Gaudete and 
the moving Mary Did You Know? The audience was warmly invited to join 
in with favourites including Good Christian Men, Rejoice, Deck the Halls, 
and Away in a Manger, creating a wonderful sense of shared celebration. 
A special highlight was the hauntingly beautiful Swedish folk piece 
Koppången. The mood then lifted with great humour through Elf, Santa 
Claus Is Coming to Town, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer and White 
Christmas. The reflective close of the concert included O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, The Apple Tree, We Three Kings and Have You 
Seen the Baby?

 

The church was wonderfully well attended and thanks to the generosity of 
those present over £300 was raised for church funds. Our heartfelt 
thanks go to Enchanting for their kindness, talent and joyful presentation. 
Their visit truly enriched our Christmas worship and celebrations.
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Regular Events

Crafty Saints 10 am - 12 noon - Every Monday


Afternoon Tea & Chat 2 pm - 4 pm - Every 1st and 3rd 
Monday


Regular Services

1st Sunday of the Month


11.00 am  - Holy communion

6.00 pm  - Evening Prayer 

2nd Sunday of the Month


8.30 am -  Holy Communion

11.00 am  - All Age Worship

3rd Sunday of the Month


11.00 am -  All Age Communion

3rd Wednesday of the Month


7.00 pm -  Service of Healing and Wholeness

4th Sunday of the Month


8.30 am  - Holy Communion

11.00 am -  Morning Worship


5th Sunday of the Month

11.00 am  - Holy Communion for the 5th Sunday


All Saints Special Events



🦢Dancing Swans 🦢


Hello everyone


We had a fabulous term in all the classes before Christmas, but the biggest focus for us was on the 
children’s dance exams.  For the first time we had two Examiners visit us and 21 children took their 
ballet Examinations or Class Awards.  The Church room had been magically turned into an 
Examination studio and we received 5 stars from the main Examiner for the set up and said they both 
had a lovely day and how nice it was to sit in a studio to Examine and feel warm and well looked 
after!  Now we wait for the results!


Wishing  everyone a very happy 2026 and keep both smiling and dancing!


Amanda and Yasmin

www.whiteswandanceacademy.com
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Carol Singing - Hartford December 2025 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Christingle Service
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Elaine Levitt made Lay Canon of Ely Cathedral


Sitting down with my husband and granddaughter, who was staying with us at the time, 
I opened an email from the bishop. Nothing unusual in that, as I am a Licensed Lay 
Minister and often get mailings! But it was just as well I was sitting down! I was being 
asked if I would accept becoming a Lay Canon of Ely Cathedral, in recognition of the 
contribution I have made to the life and work of the church in the Diocese. Once over 
the shock…I never considered such a thing, I accepted because it shows lay people 
that the Diocese does recognise the many different ways we work for God within the 
church.


It was a very exciting day at the end of November when I was installed, complete with 
a badge sewn on by Mary Adlam (thankyou). Never keen on having my photo taken I 
am amused by the ones that show my blue scarf tried to escape, but failed!


 It was lovely to have so many from church present and to know my family were 
watching from Dubai and Bedford. A real honour and very humbling.  Elaine
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Alpha Course - January (Contact Revd. Steph Pedlar) 
dates to be arranged to suit groups


Christian Unity  - January 19th - 23rd.  Monday to Friday 
each day 12.15 pm - 13.00 pm.  Short devotional service 
for week of Prayer.


Lent Lunch - February 17th (Tuesday)

12.30 pm - 14.00 Pm (to be confirmed


Ash Wednesday - February 18th (Wednesday) 

7.00 pm Holy Communion with imposition of ashes


Lent Lunch - March 17th (Tuesday)

12.30 pm - 14.00 Pm (to be confirmed)


THANK YOU.  I think we would all like to say a 'thank you' to Pat and Haleema Hawkins for their 
videoing of the services each week and for keeping the website up to date. Please do have a look at 
www.allsaintshartford.org.uk  . You will find there a treasure trove of info. including a sermons 
archive!  ..and much more.  KEEP FOLLOWING US IN 2026...A BLESSED NEW YEAR


Contact us: https://www.allsaintshartford.org.uk/
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Coming Up!
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